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Community Education Network
Introduction

The second meeting of the Community Education Network was designetbve on the identified

action point, agreeing a definition of community education for the Networks &ktion is a significant
starting point for the work of the Network as the definition will be used in our promotional and lobbying
work. The day was designed to create a space for reflection, discussion and inputs which would inspire

ideas and thoughtthat would assist in defining community education.

Content of the day

The day commenced with brief background othe Community Education Netwostrategic work plan
and an overview of the agenda for the dayhe function of the plan ito ensure thatthe Network is
effective; we achieve our aims through the implementation of our objectivhat it will facilitate the

Network obtain ownership of the worland willgive potential members information on our work

Theday was split into two sessionigie purpose of thefirst (morning wasusedto provide a space for
personal reflection on thaole of each participant in their provision @bmmunity edication. The
afternoon session aimed at workingwards agreeing a definition of commily education for the

Network, using an input by Brid Connolly as a source of inspiration for the discussion groups.

The morning session included an input Waureen Kavanagh whiclprovided an overview of the 2
definitions of community educatigras perthe White Paper for AdtuEducation® A visual was sed to
illustrate the continuumbetween thetwo definitions, and the movement between the two implied (see
appendix ). Each participant reflected on theipleQ &  LJ20a theicbrintum informal breakout
sessiondollowed and focussed on theationalefor this, and finally all participants were asked to place

their name and organisation on a star to demonstrate this position.

¢CKS FiSNy22y adlFNISR gAGK . NAR /2yy2ff adyiof RAaOdz
community education and its nature, followed by a brief questions and answers plefRarg.groups of

participants brainstormed on the words that should be included in the definition, each narrowed their
decisions to identify the most importanin order to further consolidate responses, on returning to the

main group each participant chose 3 words from all the important words identified.

It was decided that because tife importance of the task idefining community education, the group
would finish for the day and the steering growmuld put forward suggestiorfer continuing the work.

The group was invited to review the words identified for the definition and contact AONTAS with ideas,
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Community Education Network
thoughts and reflections so that we may move forward ineging a definition of community education

for the Network.
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The role of each participant in their provision of community education in relation to the continuum

Fig. 1 lllustration of the continuum containing the participdhts & G | N&

Figure 1 demonstrates the variety and diversity in the provision of community education within the
Network. Each participant gave a brief rationale for their position on the continuum, it was noted that
the position did not always reflect wheredparticipant wanted to be but due to constraints, such as
funding, they leaned towards one definition rather than the other. Other comments included: the
continuum could be interpreted as polarising the two definitions: a positive (empowerment) and
negatve (service provision). However, this may be due to the visual used and was not the intention of
the exercise; it aims to be inclusive and show the strength in our diveiity.ribbon was used to
demonstrate the movement between the definitions and thmmmunity education, the organisers,
tutors and learnes can alternate over time and accorditmy needs.It was noted that the exercisis
subjective and the ew of learners may be differenowever it was concluded thatlthough there is
diversity the majoty of participants were aiming for, or harnessing the ethos of, the empowerment

definition.



