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What does this mean for learners and
their communities?

Community education enables participants
to emerge with more than just new personal
skills and knowledge; it leads to an increased
ability to act as part of a united community

for improved social justice.

It provides learning opportunities that
address the needs of the community and the
individual whilst ensuring that the learners’
experiences are recognised, valued and used

as part of the learning process.

The wellbeing of the participants and their
community is nurtured during the learning
process. This process also ensures that the
tutor and participant are on an equal level
as the learner identifies the knowledge
which would be useful to them and the tutor
responds by creating a collaborative, creative
learning experience that facilitates and
supports learner involvement.

The values of community education are put

into practice by the group and are promoted

locally and nationally: justice, equality and
inclusiveness.

Community education supports the
empowerment of people to identify action
that is needed regarding their issues and
also to understand why such collective
action should be taken. It also supports
the challenging of the existing social and
economic structures.

Reflections from Community Education
Participants

Case Study: An Cosan

An Cosan is a community education centre in
Jobstown Tallaght. The centre was established
on the basis of the belief that education is the
fast track out of poverty. An Cosan (the path) is
so called because it offers local people a path
to learning and leadership. The centre provides
adult community education and early childhood
education and care and social enterprise to an

area of Dublin that is severely disadvantaged

by poverty and high levels of unemployment.
The courses delivered within the centre
are designed to address educational needs
identified by the community. While all of the
courses from basic education to their HETAC
degrees support the personal and professional
development of students this is allied with
education and action for social change. An

Cosans’ vision is for a community committed

to a radical form of education, teaching and

learning together how to re-order our society
and economy so that we can shape our ways of
being human together.
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