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Report on IRAACE  Spring Event,  4
th

 April 2008 

 

 

The Irish Research Association for Adult and Community Education (IRAACE) held its first 

event of 2008 in the Royal Dublin Hotel, Oô Connell Street, Dublin. It commenced at 9 am with 

registration (Programme attached). 

 

The half day morning event, which was well attended, offered delegates the opportunity to 

network with other researchers, to discuss current projects and to display their latest 

publications. 

 

In the Opening Address, Ms Berni Brady, AONTAS Director, introduced IRAACE and sent on 

to underline the importance of research for planning, policy, practice in adult education as well 

as a rationale for funding. In outlining the history of IRAACE and its structure as voluntary 

network to support research and researchers she encouraged the continued development of this 

new representative organisation that had the support of AONTAS and of NALA. 

 

The keynote address ñHow to undertake Research and use Research findingsò was 

delivered by Prof. Lyn Tett, University of Edinburgh (Script attached). 

 

An innovative speed-networking (similar to speed-dating) event was developed by the co-

ordinating group of IRAACE (note on speed-dating attached).  The topics allocated to 5 groups 

were: 

 

1. Policy issues identified through research 

2. Widening participation/access 

3. Literacy 

4. Community based research 

5. Supporting researchers in HE 

 

Feedback from delegates on the speed-networking format has been very positive. "I found it 

very informative and useful." "The speed-dating was a good way of sharing ideas."  The 

participants indicated that attending the seminar was time ówell spentô that they had and 

enjoyed the structured experience of networking. 

 

The findings of each workshops are listed in the following pages. There is a useful set of ideas 

emerging from this feedback that will inform the future work of IRAACE. 

 

 What emerged strongly from each workshop was the need of sharing and showcasing 

research and how to make it available for other researchers.   

 

 The next step is ñhow to move forwardò after a piece of research. Delegates, especially 

from the ñPolicy issues identified through researchò workshop, will also be happy to 

have an event where research is shared and showcased. 

 

 

The IRAACE Development Committee wishes to thank you all the participants on the day for 

they enthusiastic participation and those who expressed their interest on the event and the 
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organisation but couldnôt be there this time. We look forward to meeting you all at the autumn 

event! 

The IRAACE Development Committee 

 

 

 
 

Agenda: 
 

                                                

9:00am Registration/Tea & Coffee 

10:00am Opening Address by Berni Brady , Director of AONTAS 

10:15am Keynote Address by Lyn Tett , Professor of Community Education and  

Li felong Learning at the University of Edinburgh 

        Title: ñHow to undertake Research and use Research findingsò 

10:50am Speed-Networking 

Workshops 

1. Policy Issues Identified through Research 

2. Widening Participation/Access 

3. Literacy  

4. Community Based Research 

5. Supporting Researchers in Third Level Education 

12:00pm Closing speech by Kerry Lawless, Research Manager of NALA 

12:15pm Lunch 
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ñUndertaking research and using research findingsò 
                                            Prof. Lyn Tett, University of Edinburgh 

 

 

Research  

 

 Research is an ORGANISED way of FINDING ANSWERS to QUESTIONS. 

 

 ORGANISED in that there is a method in going about doing research that is planned, 

focused and limited to a specific scope. 

 

 FINDING ANSWERS is the end of all research. Sometimes the answer is no, but it is 

still an answer. 

 

 QUESTIONS are central to research. Research is focused on relevant, useful, and 

important questions. Without a question, research has no focus, drive, or purpose. 

 

 

Research on/with/for people 

 

 Getting knowledge from people is complex for two main reasons: human agency and 

the effects of power. 

 

 Human beings have agency which means that they react to situations and construct 

meanings for the events in which they participates owe have to take into account  how 

people interpret situations. 

 

 PowerïThe relations between the researcher and the researched are always unequal and 

this needs to be remembered when interpreting data. A particular example of his 

unequal relationship is the Milgram experiments where people were willing to give 

apparently life-threatening electric shocks to subjects 

 

 

Facts and values: objectivity and interpretation 

 

The relationship between ófactsô and óvaluesô underlies many of the arguments about research 

and its objectivity. Three main views: 

 

1) Value judgments will always bias research but the more such bias can be eliminated the 

better the research 

 

2) All facts and information are value laden, but this is not helpfully described as óbiasô because 

this assumes that there is a neutral view. Instead it is argued that knowledge of human beings 

always comes from the perspective of the knower.  

 

3) Knowledge gets its meaning from the political position of the knowers, as well as from other 

value systems. This means that any research into issues such as gender, race, class or sexuality 

is inevitably imbued with political values. 
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Defining the research 

 

Å What do you want to find out? 

 

Å What are the features of the context in which the research will be taken? 

 

Å What is the problem to be investigated?  

 

Å What kind of information is required? 

 

Å How will it be collected and analyzed? 

 

Å How will the findings be disseminated? 

 

 

Research in community settings 

 

Å How can we draw on local knowledge of what the problems are that need to be addressed? 

 

Å How can these issues be investigated? 

 

Å What data can be collected easily and economically? 

 

Å How can these data be analyzed? 

 

Å How can the findings be discussed and explored? 

 

Å What action can be taken as a result? 

 

Making a difference 

 

Å What methods can we use to draw on and disseminate our work together? 

 

Å What changes do we want to happen as a result of our research? 

 

Å Who needs to hear about our findings? 

 

Å How can communities participate in further investigations? 

 

 

Using research findings 

 

Å People living in disadvantaged communities rarely have their voices heard so it is vital to 

listen to them and treat them with respect. 

 

Å The research should be located in the wider political and social context so that it is not seen as 

being solely about a particular community. 

 

Å The research should be seen as illustrative of a particular issue and draw on other 

studies/literature to illustrate its importance in the wider context. 
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Conclusion 

 

Å Drawing on bottom-up, community-based knowledge can be empowering. 

 

Å Peopleôs knowledge is enhanced when the problems they identify, and the understanding that 

they have about potential solutions, are treated with respect. 

 

Å This kind of research is partisan but that is to be celebrated rather than denigrated. 

 

Å Finally we can only really enhance our work with communities if  we are clear about what will  

make a difference and using research is a powerful tool to help us do just that. 

 

 

 

 

 


