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Editorial Comment

Rumours of the demise of the Adult Learner in 1992 are greatly exaggerated as this
belated issue proves. We ask the indulgence of our subscribers and many readers when
we ascribe the delay to the postal strike and the eventual publication of the Green Paper
“Education for A Changing World”. Like last year, our journal 1992 is a collaborative
production between the Adult Education Organisers’ Association and Aontas, the
Mational Association of Adult Education. We hope you find the result of our efforts
interesting, challenging, informative and enjoyable.

Given the year that is in it, we felt it necessary to devote five articles in this edition to
the current national debate on the Green Paper. In addition to Michedl MacGréil's and
Ted Fleming's thoughtful and challenging overviews, we include three keynote addresses
delivered at the joint Maynooth/Adult Education Organisers’ Association symposium held
on Novemnber 7 in Maynooth College on Adult Education and the Green Paper.

Adult Education’s relevance to the needs of Irish Society today is perhaps well
exemplified by the recent expansion of the Vocational Training Opportunities Scheme
(VTO35) and the Local Community Partnerships established in twelve pilot areas under the
Programme for Ecomonic and Social Progress (PESP). Hence the very welcome contributions
from Fred Goulding, who previews a research report on Five Years of VTOS in Tallaght (ene
of the original two EOS pilot areas), and from Edwin Mernagh wheo reports on the Coolock
Partnership.

The papers from Eileen Kelly on the Morthern Ireland Educational Guidance Service for
Adults and from Marie Morrissey’s description of German Adult Education provision
(before unification) besides their intrinsic merits, do, we hope ensure that our horizons are
not totally domestic local or insular, Ad Hock of course remains our constant companion
and favoured contributor ab initio, As acting editor this year, | would like to thank all our
contributors and my colleagues on the editorial board for their wholehearted co-
operation and support in this enterprise,

Tony Downes
Editor

Editorial Board

Liarn Bane, AEQ, Co Dubilin VEC

Kathleen Forde, AEQ, City of Dublin VEC

Helen Keogh, VTOS National Organiser

Micheal MacGréil, Aontas Executive Committee
Joanna McMinn, Women's Education Project, Belfast



An Péipéar Glas - The Green Paper,
A Brief Commentary

Michedl MacGréil

Léachtdir i Socheolaiocht & Miched] MacGréil | gColdiste Phidraig, Md Nuad.

be exaggerated in terms of Irish educational policy. Itis comprehensiveinits scope
and likely to be decisive for education in Ireland for the next fifty years. It is the
fruit of much effort on the part of a number of contributors and editors. Such a document
is to be welcomed as a stimulant for the broadest discussion leading to amendments and
additions where necessary, The more debate and reaction is generates the better it will
be for the future of Irish education in the decades ahead.
This brief commentary focuses on a number of areas of education requiring more or
less emphasis. In the area of adult education a special appraisal is attempted.

T he importance of the Green Paper: Education for a Changing wWorld could hardly

Basic Philosophy of Education

The basic education philosophy could be generally classified as pragmatic and
instrumental. The principal function of education would appear to be the provision of
young adults properly qualified in spirit (motivation) and in skills to fit into the
technological needs of the new economic order. The pivotal position of the economic
institution is implicit in the perception of education in the Green Paper.

This philosophy of education certainly differs from that of jJohn Henry Newman, wha
saw education’s end s the production of an enlightened, self-critical, committed,
cultured adult. It also differs from the philosophy which would see the main aim of
education as the handing on of the culture of the society to the young with the resultant
‘patriotic’ commitment to the interests of the community. This latter aim would be
concerned with the ‘quality’ of life of the society as well as that of the individual.

The absence of sufficient emphasis on personal development and on socio-cultural
awareness could lead to an overall impoverishment of Irish education in the future. My
first problem, therefore, is concerned with this imbalance in the over-pragmatic philo-
sophical approach which seems to be present throughout the Creen Paper. The
"enterprise subculture’ may be a necessary element in part of Irish culture, but should not
become over-dominant. Where does this leave the strong Irish tradition which saw
education as something of value in itself? The Irish proverb, “acibhinn beathaan scolaire”,
underpinned the intrinsic cultural and personal value of education.

The view that education can become an instrument of social engineering seems to be
an underlying conviction of the pragmatic approach. This has not been proven to be that
successful in the past. For example, the post-war hope that free and equal access o

education would lead to social equity in Britain did not work out. MNevertheless, it must
.



An Pélpéar Glas - The Green Paper, A Brief Commentary (Contd.)

be admitted that education enables society to adapt to social change brought about by
political and economic changes. The link between education and social change is a very
complex sociological question,

Enhancement of European Identity

The assimilation of young Irish people into the European Community is promoted in
the Green Paper as a desirable result of education. “European Identity” as distinct from
‘Irish Identity” is not defined. Is there such a thing as a distinctively European ethnic ethos?
In medieval times the Judaic-Christian ethos could be seen as a basis of a European ethnic
identity. Since that time the continent of Europe has become a pluralism of cultures, i.e.
French, German, Italian, Spanish, Englich, Russian, and many others of lesser prominence
including Irish, Dutch, Danish and so forth, 13 it now envisaged that a new pan-European
superculture will be created under the influence of one of the dominant cultures, e.g.
German or French or English? Such an end-product could be criticised from two points
of view. Firstly, it would provincialise Irish culture, Secondly, it could close us off to a
broader world cultural affiliation. Cultural assimilation is more acceptable to centralised
bureaucracy than would be cultural pluralism between European ethnic groups.

Itis very relevant for Irish education policy, that it maintain pluralism in Europe, that
is, if the continuity of a distinctive Irish cultural ethos is to be maintained. Education has
in the past been a main agency of cultural anglicisation in Ireland in the 19th century, In
my opinion, the best way for the Irish to be Europeans is to be authentically Irish in the
sense of enabling young Irish people to internalise what is best of the Irish cultural ethos,
The addition of the label ‘European identity’ as something in itself would, in my opinion,
be an impoverishing development.

Arts, Literature and the Humanities

It may not b : a misreading of the Green Paper to say that it fails to give adequate
emphasis to the central place of the humanities, arts and literature in the Irish educational
programme of the future. Reference to the study of languages fails to highlight their
literatures and culturally creative dimensions. Oral competence is very important and
must be pursued but not at the expense of introducing the student to the literary treasures
of each language studied seriously, This is particularly true of Irish, English and other
modemn European or world languages, e.g. French, German, Spanish, Italian, Russian,
lapanese, Chinese, et cetera,

The place of the classical languages of Latin, Greek and Hebi 2w is not featured as being
very important in the Green Paper. This is to be regretted if for no other reason than that
of providing access to the main Mediterranean cultural roots of Western civilisation. Itis
very difficult to understand positive references to ‘European identity’ while at the same
time seriously neglecting its linguistic classical bases. While | would not favour a return
to Hellenist or Roman European mono-culture, | do not feel that Irish educational
programmes should not neglect the introduction of the young to the languages and

ljl



An Pélpéar Glas - The Green Paper, A Brief Commentary (Contd.)

cultures of the classical civilisations.

Humnan beings seek meaning as well as material interests. Without a thorough
education in the humanities, arts and literature, not to mention philosophy, politics and
religion, it is difficult to ensure the education of the young in a manner likely to enable
them to live a more meaningful life.

The playing down of religion and of the role of voluntary religious bodies in the Irish
education system either ignores the history and current practice of Irish education or
envisages an exclusively State controlled secular system and curriculum in the future. It
would have been more honest to have spelled out this intention, which would have many
ideclogical implications. The continuity of religious pluralism in Ireland would be affected
by the effective remaoval of religion and Church, Synagogue and Mosqgue interests in the
education of the young.

Youth Work Services

The formal recognition of youth work services as informal developmental education
is, in iy opinion, something to be welcomed in the Green Paper. The excellent work over
the years by the Mational Youth Coundil of Ireland and by the Youth Section of the
Department of Education in developing this aspect of education has made this due
recognition possible. It is also good to see that the wise recommendations of the 1984
Costello Report are incorporated into the Green Paper.

The role of youth work services through Irish could also play a very significant role in
providing students with extra-curricular opportunities to practise the use of Irish in real
life situations. Hopefully, the Department of Education will encourage schools and
colleges to support participation in youth clubs (in Irish or English) and make their halls
and theatres available for activities as well as encouraging members of staff to provide
counselling services to the various youth groups.

Social Education

One of the mast urgent needs likely to arise in modern societies in the years ahead will
be social and domestic skills to cope with the growing complexity of urban and urbanised
living. The transmission of secial and domestic skills in the past was adequately provided
for informally in the family and neighbourhood environment. This is not the case today.
Therefore, social and political (in the non-partisan sense) education will become an
essential part of the universal curriculum in order that those leaving school and college
will have sufficient knowledge and skill to participate fully as adults in their community.

The recognition of social studies in the second-level curriculum in the Green Paper is
to be welcomed. “Ach, is é a locht a laighead!” Unfortunately, insufficient emphasis is
given to the various disciplines, i.e. anthropology, political science, social psychology and
sociology. Environmental and social studies as alternatives to history and geography in
the curriculum of the junior cycle (p.94) is hardly a great advance. The mention of a
*module in political and social studies” in the senior cycle would also be optional.

-ﬁ-



An Pilpéar Glas, The Green Paper, A Brief Commentary (Contd.)

Regrettably, social and domestic challenges in modern soclety are not optionall

The area of social education needs much more prominence in our second and third
level curricula than has been recognised to date. The provision of social studies would be
a very important response to the needs of “a changing world”.

Adult and Community Education

Chapter 9 of the Green Paper deals with Adult and Second Chance Education”. It
would be presumptuous for me to give the official reaction of the Adult Education
agencies to this chapter, There are, however, a number of points which | feel should be
noted:

-the formal recognition of adult education as an integral part of the educational system
is to be welcomed, provided it does not lead to "over-formalisation”. One of the most
attractive aspects of adult learning has been the "informal" pedagogical methodology.

- the approach is quite minimal and it would be a most serious mistake to have future
adult educational policy in Ireland limited to what is stated in Chapter 9.

- the vision of adult education in the Green Paper seems to focus on remedial and
second chance education (which are very important in themselves), Aduft Education is,
howewver, primarily developmental and of benefit to all citizens,

- the inclusion of sport education in Chapter 9 is difficult to fathom, unless there was
not sufficient substance on adult education itself to fill the chapter! This is not to say that
sport education is not something worthwhile,

- the vision of the development of adult education in the Green Paper is, in my opinion,
very disappointing and little more than token,

Despite its lacunae and problematic orientation, the Green Paper has, at least,
provided the interested public with an agenda for discussion. The Minister(s) and all
involved in its preduction and publication merit out thanks. It is indeed an historic
document.

The points made in this brief commentary are intended to highlight certain ambigui-
ties and inadequacies, all of which are possible to correct before the expected White Paper
is issued. | hope the points raised are helpful,



Try Telling That To Socrates

Dr. Ted Fleming.

Dr. Ted Fleming is @ lecturer in Communications at Dundalk R.T.C. He delivered the above
paper at an Aontas General Meeting to discuss the Green Paper on Nov. 14th 1992,

Guinea-Bissau where he was advising the government. During the meal the man

began to explain how celonialism must have done some good and left behind some
good institutions, e.g. civil service or school system. Immediately, Freire stood up and
walked away without saying another word. Freire explained his actions by saying that
there was in fact no other way that he could get that man to think about what he was
suggesting.

| am tempted to say that there are good things in this Creen Paper. Yes there is a
commitment te gender equality, better access to third level for adults, training for adult
educators, the strengthening of the key role of the AEOs, important recognition of the
learning needs of travellers, etc.

But other images keep coming into my mind.

| got astrong image of a cruise ship on the high seas with a full load of passengers. They
spend their time sorting out the-seating arrangements and trying to attain some element
of equality. There will be no better cabins, all will get the same meals, have occupational
therapy and there will be Sport for All. While all the while there is not time for asking where
the ship is going and why? In whaose interest are all these diversions being organised?

There is one final image | have which makes it clearer what | see as the problem. Were
you at Dancing at Lughnasa? The story of a family and its relationships, the women, their
hopes, dreams, fears, insecurities and jealousies. But it is only when they dance that you
see a whole dimension that is otherwise hidden. Suddenly, you understand. You can feel
the buried energies, the passion, the feelings, the souls of these women. The Mundy
sisters in Ballybeg are Brian Friel’s way of underlining the power of memory. The Green
Paper is Lughnasa without the Dancing. It has no passion, no soul, no insight, no energy,
no philosophy that stands up to even the most basic critique.

Why?

There are two topics that | want to focus on. Firstly, the term disadvantage is
problematic. Secondly | think there are enormous problems with the use of the concept
enterprise culture. Both these problems are so serious that the adult educator, | believe,
must come to the conclusion that the document is fatally flawed. Let me explain what
| mean in detail.

I remember Paulo Freire telling the story of how he once had dinner with a man in

The Problem with Education for the Disadvantaged
or Trickle Down Education
The Green Paper's approach to adult education is basically remedial. Let’s find out
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Try Telling Socrates (Contd.)

what people lack - jobs, literacy, training, etc. It hints that adult education will remedy
this lack. Adult Education is seen primarily as something that will give pecple a second
chance. At one level this is hugely welcome. Who could possibly be against a second
chance? Fm in favour of a second chance. But what the Green Paper hides is any
awareness of the long tradition in sociological literature which criticises the patronising,
patermalistic and ideclogical assumptions on which such ideas are usually based,

The reasons for disadvantage are not lack of education or lack of anything but social,
political and economic. This paper sees disadvantage as located in the individual, the
family or the area in which people live and this disguises the structural causes of poverty,
inequality, sexism and educational disadvantage. Disadvantage and deficit are embed-
ded in the class system and the patriarchal society. Adult education questions this Green
Paper’s pathological presentation of disadvantage which makes individuals feel respon-
sible for their poverty. Adult learning at its best and when it is being most significant and
vital leads people to question the economic and social structures in which the creation of
disadvantage occurs. Trickle down education as proposed here like trickle down
economics is already a discredited policy of the Thatcher and Reagan era,

It is important that we do not become seduced either by the notion that lack of
education is the cause of disadvantage or more importantly that it is the solution. People
are poor not because they lack something. Education s a popular solution to social and
political ills. If they became more like us everything would be fine. Mot true. The deficit
or lack that needs to be remedied is not in individuals but in the social and political system
which produces the deficit or poverty.

This privatization of the deficit by locating it in the individual must be resisted by adult
education which has an immensely more powerful vision of itself. The language of adult
education and its vision is full of ideas like critical awareness, empowerment, emanci-
pation, consciousness raising, feminism, women's education participation, social action,
social change, democracy, solidarity and working with people not for them. Reading the
Green Paper would lead one to believe that this vision, philosophy and system of values
does not exist. How can we support a policy which ignores so much of what informs the
thinking and practice of what we do? How can we support a way of thinking about
education which uses the concept disadvantaged when it means working class, poor and
women, How can we support a document and its proposals when it ignores sociology
which explains the ways in which unequal society reproduces itself?

The Enterprise Culture or Let’s Join Pinnochio in
Pleasure Island and become Donkeys

The Green Paper is most ideclogical when it attempts to hitch the education wagon
to the enterprise culture, The first sentence in the Green Paper is about the enterprise
Culture. Education, schooling and adult education, is now about jobs - a tool of the
economy. Just as interest rates, exchange rates, tax allowances are used to regulate the
economy so now adult education will be a servant of the economy. This unannounced
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