AONTAS Letter Writing Campaign to Support Community Education

Thank you for supporting this letter writing campaign. Below are 3 easy steps to use the template letter on page 2 of this Word document, which you can send to your local TDs and support community education.


1) On pages 3 to X of this Word document you will find a list of all TDs, listed by Constituency, along with their email addresses. Use this contact information to email your letter.

2) When you are ready you can copy and paste the contents of the letter on page 2 of this Word document into a new Word document. Put the letter on to your organisation’s or personal letterhead if that is applicable, and then personalise the letter by typing your name at the bottom of the letter.

3) Send the letter as a Word document or as a PDF if you prefer, to the TDs in your constituency listed on pages 3 to X of the Word document. 


Thank you for supporting AONTAS’ efforts to ensure a thriving adult and community education sector during the life of the next Government.


Hello, 

I am writing you today as your constituent to ask for your support for Ireland’s independently managed adult and community education sector. Over the last 10+ years since the economic crash of 2008, independently managed community education providers across Ireland have been operating on static or even shrinking budgets, even as the demand for their services has continued and often grown in every corner of our country.

I am a supporter of AONTAS, The National Adult Learning Organisation. AONTAS was in touch with you during the 2020 election and has also been in touch with the parties involved in recent negotiations on the Programme for Government. With a draft Programme for Government now published we are asking for further political support to ensure that as our country emerges from our homes slowly over the coming months, we provide support and services to learners and vulnerable adults.

I am therefore asking you to use your position as my TD to ensure that the contribution of independently managed community education organisations is recognised and adequately resourced and supported during the life of a future Government. I very much welcome the following two statements in the draft Programme for Government that the next Government will: 
· ‘Recognise the role of community education and its vital role in our communities by supporting its schemes and initiatives post COVID-19.’ 
· ‘Expand Springboard throughout Further and Higher Education, offering upskilling in areas of skills shortages to those who want to upskill, to those who are re-entering the workforce or to those who have been made redundant.’

I hope that you will work during the life of any future government to ensure that financial resources are put in place to ensure recognition for community education and support for learners accessing FET, which includes community education.

If you aren’t aware of the amazing work that independently managed community education 
Organisations are doing, and the importance of supporting them in the next Government please watch the video AONTAS produced for their 2020 Policy Day in March. Also read an article published in the Irish Times by AONTAS CEO Niamh O’Reilly on Friday 12 June regarding the importance of community education receiving parity of esteem with FET and HE as all play an important role in Ireland’s tertiary education system.

AONTAS 2020 Policy Day, Community Education Across Ireland video… https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iJikxdp04Vc

Irish Times article link…. https://www.irishtimes.com/news/education/a-new-department-of-higher-education-risks-creating-a-two-tier-education-system-1.4277478


Kindest Regards
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	Kathleen Funchion
	Carlow-Kilkenny
	Sinn Féin
	kathleen.funchion@oireachtas.ie

	John McGuinness
	Carlow-Kilkenny
	Fianna Fáil
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	Green Party
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	Fianna Fáil
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	Pauline Tully
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	Sinn Féin
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	Fine Gael
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	Clare
	Fianna Fáil
	cathal.crowe@oireachtas.ie
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	Clare
	Independent
	michael.mcnamara@oireachtas.ie
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	Clare
	Sinn Féin
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	Sinn Féin
	pat.buckley@oireachtas.ie
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	Cork East
	Fianna Fáil
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	Labour
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	David Stanton
	Cork East
	Fine Gael
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	Cork North-Central
	Solidarity - People Before Profit
	mick.barry@oireachtas.ie

	Colm Burke
	Cork North-Central
	Fine Gael
	colm.burke@oireachtas.ie

	Pádraig O'Sullivan
	Cork North-Central
	Fianna Fáil
	padraig.osullivan@oireachtas.ie

	Michael Creed
	Cork North-West
	Fine Gael
	michael.creed@oireachtas.ie
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	Cork North-West
	Fianna Fáil
	aindrias.moynihan@oireachtas.ie

	Michael Moynihan
	Cork North-West
	Fianna Fáil
	michael.moynihan@oireachtas.ie

	Simon Coveney
	Cork South-Central
	Fine Gael
	simon.coveney@oireachtas.ie

	Micheál Martin
	Cork South-Central
	Fianna Fáil
	micheal.martin@oireachtas.ie

	Michael McGrath
	Cork South-Central
	Fianna Fáil
	michael.mcgrath@oireachtas.ie

	Donnchadh Ó Laoghaire
	Cork South-Central
	Sinn Féin
	donnchadh.olaoghaire@oireachtas.ie

	Michael Collins
	Cork South-West
	Independent
	michael.collins@oireachtas.ie

	Christopher O'Sullivan
	Cork South-West
	Fianna Fáil
	christopher.osullivan@oireachtas.ie

	Richard Boyd Barrett
	D˙n Laoghaire
	Solidarity - People Before Profit
	richard.boydbarrett@oireachtas.ie

	Cormac Devlin
	D˙n Laoghaire
	Fianna Fáil
	cormac.devlin@oireachtas.ie

	Jennifer Carroll MacNeill
	D˙n Laoghaire
	Fine Gael
	jennifer.carrollmacneill@oireachtas.ie

	Ossian Smyth
	D˙n Laoghaire
	Green Party
	ossian.smyth@oireachtas.ie

	Pearse Doherty
	Donegal
	Sinn Féin
	pearse.doherty@oireachtas.ie

	Pádraig Mac Lochlainn
	Donegal
	Sinn Fein
	padraig.maclochlainn@oireachtas.ie

	Charlie McConalogue
	Donegal
	Fianna Fáil
	charlie.mcconalogue@oireachtas.ie

	Joe McHugh
	Donegal
	Fine Gael
	joe.mchugh@oireachtas.ie

	Thomas Pringle
	Donegal
	Independent
	thomas.pringle@oireachtas.ie

	Richard Bruton
	Dublin Bay North
	Fine Gael
	richard.bruton@oireachtas.ie

	Seán Haughey
	Dublin Bay North
	Fianna Fáil
	sean.haughey@oireachtas.ie

	Denise Mitchell
	Dublin Bay North
	Sinn Féin
	denise.mitchell@oireachtas.ie

	Aodhán Ó Ríordáin
	Dublin Bay North
	Labour
	Aodhan.ORiordain@oireachtas.ie

	Cian O'Callaghan
	Dublin Bay North
	Social Democrats
	cian.ocallaghan@oireachtas.ie

	Chris Andrews
	Dublin Bay South
	Sinn Féin
	chris.andrews@oireachtas.ie

	Eoghan Murphy
	Dublin Bay South
	Fine Gael
	eoghan.murphy@oireachtas.ie

	Jim O'Callaghan
	Dublin Bay South
	Fianna Fáil
	jim.ocallaghan@oireachtas.ie

	Eamon Ryan
	Dublin Bay South
	Green Party
	eamon.ryan@oireachtas.ie

	Paschal Donohoe
	Dublin Central
	Fine Gael
	paschal.donohoe@oireachtas.ie

	Gary Gannon
	Dublin Central
	Social Democrats
	gary.gannon@oireachtas.ie

	Neasa Hourigan
	Dublin Central
	Green Party
	neasa.hourigan@oireachtas.ie

	Mary Lou McDonald
	Dublin Central
	Sinn Féin
	marylou.mcdonald@oireachtas.ie

	Alan Farrell
	Dublin Fingal
	Fine Gael
	alan.farrell@oireachtas.ie

	Darragh O'Brien
	Dublin Fingal
	Fianna Fáil
	darragh.obrien@oireachtas.ie

	Joe O'Brien
	Dublin Fingal
	Green Party
	joe.obrien@oireachtas.ie

	Louise O'Reilly
	Dublin Fingal
	Sinn Féin
	louise.oreilly@oireachtas.ie

	Duncan Smith
	Dublin Fingal
	Labour
	duncan.smith@oireachtas.ie

	Emer Higgins
	Dublin Mid-West
	Fine Gael
	emer.higgins@oireachtas.ie

	Gino Kenny
	Dublin Mid-West
	Solidarity - People Before Profit
	gino.kenny@oireachtas.ie

	Eoin Ó Broin
	Dublin Mid-West
	Sinn Féin
	eoin.obroin@oireachtas.ie

	Mark Ward
	Dublin Mid-West
	Sinn Féin
	mark.ward@oireachtas.ie

	Dessie Ellis
	Dublin North-West
	Sinn Féin
	dessie.ellis@oireachtas.ie

	Paul McAuliffe
	Dublin North-West
	Fianna Fáil
	paul.mcauliffe@oireachtas.ie

	Róisín Shortall
	Dublin North-West
	Social Democrats
	roisin.shortall@oireachtas.ie

	Josepha Madigan
	Dublin Rathdown
	Fine Gael
	josepha.madigan@oireachtas.ie

	Catherine Martin
	Dublin Rathdown
	Green Party
	catherine.martin@oireachtas.ie

	Neale Richmond
	Dublin Rathdown
	Fine Gael
	neale.richmond@oireachtas.ie

	Joan Collins
	Dublin South-Central
	Independents 4 Change
	joan.collins@oireachtas.ie

	Patrick Costello
	Dublin South-Central
	Green Party
	patrick.costello@oireachtas.ie

	Aengus Ó Snodaigh
	Dublin South-Central
	Sinn Féin
	aengus.osnodaigh@oireachtas.ie

	Brid Smith
	Dublin South-Central
	Solidarity - People Before Profit
	brid.smith@oireachtas.ie

	Colm Brophy
	Dublin South-West
	Fine Gael
	colm.brophy@oireachtas.ie

	Holly Cairns
	Dublin South-West
	Social Democrats
	holly.cairns@oireachtas.ie

	Seán Crowe
	Dublin South-West
	Sinn Féin
	sean.crowe@oireachtas.ie

	Francis Noel Duffy
	Dublin South-West
	Green Party
	francisnoel.duffy@oireachtas.ie

	John Lahart
	Dublin South-West
	Fianna Fáil
	john.lahart@oireachtas.ie

	Paul Murphy
	Dublin South-West
	Solidarity - People Before Profit
	paul.murphy@oireachtas.ie

	Jack Chambers
	Dublin West
	Fianna Fáil
	jack.chambers@oireachtas.ie

	Paul Donnelly
	Dublin West
	Sinn Féin
	paul.donnelly@oireachtas.ie

	Roderic O'Gorman
	Dublin West
	Green Party
	roderic.ogorman@oireachtas.ie

	Leo Varadkar
	Dublin West
	Fine Gael
	leo.varadkar@oireachtas.ie

	Seán Canney
	Galway East
	Independent
	sean.canney@oireachtas.ie

	Ciarán Cannon
	Galway East
	Fine Gael
	ciaran.cannon@oireachtas.ie

	Anne Rabbitte
	Galway East
	Fianna Fáil
	anne.rabbitte@oireachtas.ie

	Catherine Connolly
	Galway West
	Independent
	catherine.connolly@oireachtas.ie

	Mairéad Farrell
	Galway West
	Sinn Féin
	mairead.farrell@oireachtas.ie

	Noel Grealish
	Galway West
	Independent
	noel.grealish@oireachtas.ie

	Hildegarde Naughton
	Galway West
	Fine Gael
	hildegarde.naughton@oireachtas.ie

	Éamon Ó Cuív
	Galway West
	Fianna Fáil
	eamon.ocuiv@oireachtas.ie

	Pa Daly
	Kerry
	Fianna Fáil
	pa.daly@oireachtas.ie

	Norma Foley 
	Kerry
	Fianna Fáil
	norma.foley@oireachtas.ie

	Brendan Griffin
	Kerry
	Fine Gael
	brendan.griffin@oireachtas.ie

	Danny Healy-Rae
	Kerry
	Independent
	danny.healy-rae@oireachtas.ie

	Michael Healy-Rae
	Kerry
	Independent
	michael.healy-rae@oireachtas.ie

	Réada Cronin
	Kildare North
	Sinn Féin
	reada.cronin@oireachtas.ie

	Bernard Durkan
	Kildare North
	Fine Gael
	bernard.durkan@oireachtas.ie

	James Lawless
	Kildare North
	Fianna Fáil
	james.lawless@oireachtas.ie

	Catherine Murphy
	Kildare North
	Social Democrats
	catherine.murphy@oireachtas.ie

	Cathal Berry
	Kildare South
	Independent
	cathal.berry@oireachtas.ie

	Martin Heydon
	Kildare South
	Fine Gael
	martin.heydon@oireachtas.ie

	Seán Ó Fearghaíl
	Kildare South
	Fianna Fáil
	sean.ofearghail@oireachtas.ie

	Patricia Ryan
	Kildare South
	Sinn Fein
	patricia.ryan@oireachtas.ie

	Charles Flanagan
	Laois
	Fine Gael
	charles.flanagan@oireachtas.ie

	Sean Fleming
	Laois
	Fianna Fáil
	sean.fleming@oireachtas.ie

	Brian Stanley
	Laois
	Sinn Féin
	brian.stanley@oireachtas.ie

	Brian Leddin
	Limerick City
	Green Party
	brian.leddin@oireachtas.ie

	Willie O'Dea
	Limerick City
	Fianna Fáil
	willie.odea@oireachtas.ie

	Kieran O'Donnell
	Limerick City
	Fine Gael
	kieran.odonnell@oireachtas.ie

	Maurice Quinlivan
	Limerick City
	Sinn Féin
	maurice.quinlivan@oireachtas.ie

	Niall Collins
	Limerick County
	Fianna Fáil
	niall.collins@oireachtas.ie

	Richard O'Donoghue
	Limerick County
	Independent
	richard.odonoghue@oireachtas.ie

	Patrick O'Donovan
	Limerick County
	Fine Gael
	patrick.odonovan@oireachtas.ie

	Peter Burke
	Longford-Westmeath
	Fine Gael
	peter.burke@oireachtas.ie

	Sorca Clarke
	Longford-Westmeath
	Sinn Féin
	sorca.clarke@oireachtas.ie

	Joe Flaherty
	Longford-Westmeath
	Fianna Fáil
	joe.flaherty@oireachtas.ie

	Robert Troy
	Longford-Westmeath
	Fianna Fáil
	robert.troy@oireachtas.ie

	Peter Fitzpatrick
	Louth
	Independent
	peterm.fitzpatrick@oireachtas.ie

	Imelda Munster
	Louth
	Sinn Féin
	imelda.munster@oireachtas.ie

	Ged Nash
	Louth
	Labour
	Gerald.Nash@oireachtas.ie

	Ruairí Ó Murchú
	Louth
	Sinn Féin
	ruairi.omurchu@oireachtas.ie

	Fergus O'Dowd
	Louth
	Fine Gael
	fergus.odowd@oireachtas.ie

	Dara Calleary
	Mayo
	Fianna Fáil
	dara.calleary@oireachtas.ie

	Rose Conway-Walsh
	Mayo
	Sinn Féin
	rose.conwaywalsh@oireachtas.ie

	Alan Dillon
	Mayo
	Fine Gael
	alan.dillon@oireachtas.ie

	Michael Ring
	Mayo
	Fine Gael
	michael.ring@oireachtas.ie

	Thomas Byrne
	Meath East
	Fianna Fáil
	thomas.byrne@oireachtas.ie

	Helen McEntee
	Meath East
	Fine Gael
	helen.mcentee@oireachtas.ie

	Darren O'Rourke
	Meath East
	Sinn Féin
	darren.orourke@oireachtas.ie

	Damien English
	Meath West
	Fine Gael
	damien.english@oireachtas.ie

	Johnny Guirke
	Meath West
	Sinn Féin
	johnny.guirke@oireachtas.ie

	Peadar Tóibín
	Meath West
	Aontú
	peadar.toibin@oireachtas.ie

	Barry Cowen
	Offaly
	Fianna Fáil
	barry.cowen@oireachtas.ie

	Carol Nolan
	Offaly
	Independent
	carol.nolan@oireachtas.ie

	Michael Fitzmaurice
	Roscommon-Galway
	Independent
	michael.fitzmaurice@oireachtas.ie

	Claire Kerrane
	Roscommon-Galway
	Sinn Féin
	claire.kerrane@oireachtas.ie

	Denis Naughten
	Roscommon-Galway
	Independent
	denis.naughten@oireachtas.ie

	Frankie Feighan
	Sligo-Leitrim
	Fine Gael
	frank.feighan@oireachtas.ie

	Marian Harkin
	Sligo-Leitrim
	Independent
	marian.harkin@oireachtas.ie

	Martin Kenny
	Sligo-Leitrim
	Sinn Féin
	martin.kenny@oireachtas.ie

	Marc MacSharry
	Sligo-Leitrim
	Fianna Fáil
	marc.macsharry@oireachtas.ie

	Martin Browne
	Tipperary
	Sinn Féin
	martin.browne@oireachtas.ie

	Jackie Cahill
	Tipperary
	Fianna Fáil
	jackie.cahill@oireachtas.ie

	Alan Kelly
	Tipperary
	Labour
	alan.kelly@oireachtas.ie

	Michael Lowry
	Tipperary
	Independent
	michael.lowry@oireachtas.ie

	Mattie McGrath
	Tipperary
	Independent
	mattie.mcgrath@oireachtas.ie

	Mary Butler
	Waterford
	Fianna Fáil
	mary.butler@oireachtas.ie

	David Cullinane
	Waterford
	Sinn Féin
	david.cullinane@oireachtas.ie
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	Waterford
	Green Party
	marc.ocathasaigh@oireachtas.ie

	Matt Shanahan
	Waterford
	Independent
	matt.shanahan@oireachtas.ie

	James Browne
	Wexford
	Fianna Fáil
	james.browne@oireachtas.ie

	Brendan Howlin
	Wexford
	Labour
	brendan.howlin@oireachtas.ie

	Paul Kehoe
	Wexford
	Fine Gael
	paul.kehoe@oireachtas.ie

	Verona Murphy
	Wexford
	Independent
	verona.murphy@oireachtas.ie

	Johnny Mythen
	Wexford
	Sinn Féin
	johnny.mythen@oireachtas.ie

	John Brady
	Wicklow
	Sinn Féin
	John.brady@oireachtas.ie

	Stephen Donnelly
	Wicklow
	Fianna Fáil
	stephen.donnelly@oireachtas.ie

	Thomas Gould
	Wicklow
	Sinn Féin
	thomas.gould@oireachtas.ie

	Simon Harris
	Wicklow
	Fine Gael
	simon.harris@oireachtas.ie

	Steven Matthews
	Wicklow
	Green Party
	steven.matthews@oireachtas.ie

	Jennifer Whitmore
	Wicklow
	Social Democrats
	jennifer.whitmore@oireachtas.ie



